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Chamber of Commerce

A Word from Chairman Timothy Young

| 6ve been Chairman of the Board of
just a few months and already it seems like things are moving fast and in a
positive direction. While 16d Iike
the reality is webre benefiting fro
me, accompanied by a very talented President, staff and board of directors.
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Chamber Members 3
A great deal of the buzz in the building has to do with the fact that on Novemb@naking Good News

18th we underwent a day of strategic planning that has inspired everyone to new .

levels of commitment and involvement. As a result of the event, we came up wifdusiness After Hours 3
five goals that will become the focus over the next year. The one dearest to
heart and unanimous across the board and staff is a technological overhaul o
organization. This will happen on two levels. The first will be the updating

@

I’%ﬁptlight on Business 4
f
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comput er s. We bl | be tossing out S
system through one server. The second and most exciting piece will be rebuildigy) 5.4 of Directors 4
of our website and communications i rastructure.

this for some time, the price tag seflefdgd t 0 pos§
generosity of former board member Lewis Gear of Gear It Up Communications, /
J Holiday \

might not even have much of a web presence today.

difference today is that we have committed ourselves
financing this project. In pursuit of that goal we have creal
an ad hoc committee of board members, staff and now

need a few members to join in. So if you have any spe Office Hours
talents in the area of web development, fund raising or gr

writing, let us know. We hope to have our first meeting December 24th
December with the goal of celebrating the new web launc 9am to 1pm

our Annual Dinner in the Fall of 2010.
December 25th

closed
Benzie County Chamber of Commerce December 31st
has Joined with Five Other Local 9am to Ipm
Organizations to Encourage January 1st
AiNo Lapse in Zoning |lin B&nzi

. . L _ o _ From our families to yours
Leaders of six prominent civic, citizen, and business organizations are urging Iq Ca'please enjoy a safe and

officials to preserve the zoning protections that Benzi_e C(_Junt_y_ now provides to joyous holiday season.
seven townships in the county. The groups involved in this initiative include the

Benzie County Chamber of Commerce, the Frankidiserta Area Chamber of
Commerce, the League of Women VotBenzie Unit, the Michigan Land Use
Institute, the Crystal Lake & Watershed Assoc., and the Benzie Conservation
District.

"Zoning provides business with the assurance that everyone is playing by the samg
rules, and that new development will fit within the character of the loca /(
community, o said Norm Plumstead, chai man of t e
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(continued fromcovéfri No Lapse in Zoning in Benzie Countyo) Cou
Commi ttee. AWithout =zoning in Benzie County, any typ
to attract new businesses, customers, or residents to a community without development standards."

The townships at risk of losing zoning protections if the county rescinds its ordinance are Benzonia, Crystal Lake, Plat
Joyfield, Gilmore, Blain and Colfax. The other five townships currgnthyiding their own zoning services may be less
affected by thisissubutc oul d very well be i mpacted by a neighbori

The Benzie County Chamber of Commerce and other groups listed are urging our members to deliver this messag
our township and county officials: AZoning should be

Upcoming meetings include Benzie County Planning Commission on December 10th at the Benzie County Governme
Center at 7 p. m. and Benzie County Commissioneros
Government Center.

The Chamber News Advertising Opportunities
. We make promotingo fellow Chamber Members easy.
T vy oh

| I\/ﬁry chréh by &)nllplﬁe details.

Member Testimonial

AMy 1 nvestment
County Chamber of Commerce

. . R Business card size display ad 1/4 page display ad
more than paid for itself within $25 per edition $50 per edition

t wo weeks o f j O |Buyfive Endpet or@ FREE  Buy five and get one FREE
$125 for six editions (save $25)$250 for six editions (save $50)

- Amy M. Plumstead CPA,

Plumstead P.C., Frankfort Ads must be camera ready (.jpeg or .pdf) and are due on

or before the 28 of the month for the next edition.

RS . . .
Northwest Michigan Regional Chamber Alliance

7 BENZIE CADILLAC CHARLEVOIX GAYLORD PETOSKEY TRAVERSE CITY

The Northwest Michigan Regional Chamber Alliance recognizes that during these economic times it is important to ta
the time to learn from others on how to create successes. Recently | attended a conference that focused on Govern
Relations Divisions. Part of the focus was to learn from other Government Relations Staff on best practices for growi
successes. One of the most important things that came out of these meetings was a local voice from local businesses
vital to making improvements happen. Each success story involved a strong grassroots effort from the local busin
community. Each failure happened because members of a community thought someone else was speaking for them.
we start a new year the Alliancebs Legislative Agend
for Northern Michigan. This agenda will be focused on our region and what it needs to create successes. We will ne
your voice to help make improvements in our communities. This starts with you getting involved with your local
Chamber Government Relations Committee for local issues and extends to the work being done by Northwest Michig
Regional Chamber Alliance on regional issues. If you have any legislative questions or comments please contact me
deyoung@tcchamber.ony 231995-7109.

'«"’. , Sincerely,

Doug DeYoung

Director of Government Relations

Traverse City Area Chamber of Commerce
Northwest Michigan Regional Chamber Alliance

2 December 2009
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Chamber Members Making
Good News

The Franke Family Dentistry
collected over one hundred
pounds of Halloween candy
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opportunity to write thank you letters to be include
the boxes being sent to our military troops overseas.

Opened in January 20
Crystal Spa has
established

C RYS TAL winning destination. T

WSS B readers of Spa Magazine h
RESORT & 5P A

Atlantic and Midwest while SpaFinder has rate

Sports Category

% Paul Oliver Memori
‘¥ PauL OLIVER Hospital s
AL NEIR AR CTE department  recently

et LAl el received a 2009 Sum

Award and is one of only 14 emergency departme
the country to receive this prestigious honor.

among theTen Bestinternationally in theWinter

9,

quickly
itself as an award The cover of the 2010 Chamber Membership Directory &

Community Guide will feature a beautiful photograph of
ve trilliums taken by Steve Loveless, owner of State of the Art

voted Crystal Spa among their Framing & Gallery in Beulah.
five Favorite Hotel/Resort Spas in the Northeast,-Mid

it The December 9 deadlineis fast approaching. Attract
potential and repeat clients to your business with a display
advertisement in the 2010 Chamber Membership Directory
& Community Guide; 16,000 copies will be printed and

| available for distributed after the first of the year. Chamber

aneneberg) @o rracegive #ee listing for their business by

category and in the alphabetical index section. Additional

it classifications may be purchased at a rate of $50 each. For

ts inrates and information, contact Mari Heffelfinger at

231-882-5801.

Business After Hours

The November Business After Hours
held in the luxurious Inn at Beulah Beachjf
November 19th. The networking event
sponsored by Boekeloo Financif
Roadhouse Mexican Bar & Grill and T
Inn at Beulah Beach. We would like
thank all the sponsors and participants that conti
through out the year.

email blast soon.
weishaar&company.

December 2009

The December 17th Business After Hours location
is being changed and will be announced in an

Business After Hours provides a cost effective
A networking opportunity with both current and
potential clients. Grow your business with us.

Crdativ un

Ad Copy
Newsletters

nue to support fellow memb

The event is sponsored by

Cindy Kochis
882-1380
www.thecreativecounsel.com
info@thecreativecounsel.com




