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Your Voice  

is Needed 
 

Help protect the Great Lakes from the Asian Carp. Join your Chamber by signing 

the petition on this link http://www.stopasiancarp.com/  
  

Background:  The economic future of the $50 billion Great Lakes tourism industry 

is threatened by the spread of Asian Carp into Lake Michigan . Currently the Asian 
Carp, a massive fish (5 feet long weighing up to 100 pounds) with a reputation of 

jumping into boats, injuring fisherman and endangering natural resource vital to the 

fishing, boating and tourism industry, only live a few miles from Lake Michigan in 

the Illinois and Mississippi Rivers. If allowed to migrate into Lake Michigan 
through the lock system in the Chicago area, wildlife experts believe the hyper-

aggressive Asian Carp would breed quickly, dominate food supplies and push 

precious gaming fish into extinction. Thatôs not a chance your chamber and the 
business community is willing to take given the significant economic impact Asian 

Carp would have on a $7 billion commercial fishing industry in the Great Lakes 

region, not to mention the impact on tourism related industries. 
  

Michigan needs to be at the table for this important topic that impacts all of the 

Great Lakes region.  Congressman Pete Hoekestra, Representative Dan Scripps and 

many other of our representatives are urging us to speak up to our highest elected 
officials including Governor Granholm, Nancy Sutley and President Obama.  Their 

contact information is listed here.  
 

 The Honorable Jennifer Granholm          The Honorable Nancy Sutley 

 Governor                                                  Chairwoman 
 The State of Michigan                             Council on Environmental Quality 

 PO Box 30013                                         730 Jackson Place, NW 

 Lansing , MI 48909                                 Washington , DC 20503 
 

President Obama 
The White House 

1600 Pennsylvania Avenue NW 

Washington , DC 20500 
Email the President by visiting this website: 

 http://www.whitehouse.gov/contact/  

Save the Date 
 

2010 Benzie  

Expo Highlights 
 

April 13th 2010 
 

11 am to 5 pm 
 

Crystal Mountain 

Resort and Spa 
 

Open to the public 
 

Opportunities to network 

and meet hundreds of 

potential customers 

Welcome New Board of Director 

Heidi Farkas 
 

The Chamber Board of Directors recently elected Heidi 

Farkas with Graceland Fruit, Inc. to fill a current vacancy.  

Heidi Farkas is Customer Service Manager for the Graceland 

Fruit Sales Department.  ñIôve been with Graceland since 

2001, moving here from Buffalo, NY, where I worked for a 

food brokerage company, also in customer service,ò says 

Heidi.  She is married to Craig and lives in Beulah with her two children.   

http://www.stopasiancarp.com/
http://www.whitehouse.gov/contact/
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State of the State:  Lansing Visit 
 

The Northwest Michigan Regional Chamber Alliance presidents and executives will be in Lansing for the 

State of the State address on February 3, 2010.   The visit is an opportunity for us to listen and learn about the 

proposals, agendas and legislation that will be introduced in the coming year. 
 

We will be meeting with the legislators that represent our region.  Those meetings will focus on the 2010 

alliance priorities for Northwest Michigan: 
 

Make it easier for businesses in Northwest Michigan to be profitable. 
 

Help strong business sectors remain strong in our region. 
 

Promote investment in our transportation and business infrastructure. 
 

Make sure we have a workforce prepared for the future needs of Northwest Michigan Businesses 
 

We will also meet with organizations that advocate for business, healthcare and education in the state.  We 

have time set up with The Michigan Manufacturers Association, The Small Business Association of Michigan,   

Blue Cross and Blue Shield of Michigan and The Great Start-Early Childhood Investment Corporation.  These 

meetings allow us to look at possible partnerships to improve business opportunities across our region.  A 

meeting has also been set up with the newly appointed Director of the combined DNR and DEQ now called 

DNRE.  This sit-down allows us to discuss the permitting processes our businesses have to go through. 
 

Our time in Lansing allows us to learn and then use that knowledge to create a plan for you to assist with 

advocating for business growth and opportunities across our region.  If you have any legislative questions or 

comments please contact me at deyoung@tcchamber.org or 231-995-7109. 
   

Sincerely, 

Doug DeYoung 

Director of Government Relations 

Traverse City Area Chamber of Commerce 

 

Join us in Welcoming Our New Chamber Members 

These businesses have recently invested in our community through membership in the Benzie County Chamber of 

Commerce.  These memberships were approved by the Chamber's Board at their last monthly meeting.   

We encourage you to patronize these fellow Chamber members.  

Wee Bee Jamminô 

Simone Scarpace 

225 Lakeshore Drive North 

Manistee, Michigan 49660 

231-510-9500 

www.weebeejammin.com 

Organic & Specialty Foods 

Crystal Lake Catering Company 

Jim Barnes 

823 James Street 

Frankfort, Michigan  49635 

231-352-9460 

www.crystallakecatering.com 

Catering Services  

Lumberjackôs Bar & Grill 

Mindy Schell 

10919 Main Street 

Honor, Michigan  49640 

231-325-2262 

www.lumberjacksbar.com 

Restaurants ï Bars & Lounges  

mailto:deyoung@tcchamber.org
http://www.weebeejammin.com/
http://www.crystallakecatering.com/
http://www.lumberjacksbar.com/
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Thank you, 
Cindy Kochis 

The Chamber News Advertising Opportunities 
 

We make promoting to fellow Chamber Members easy. 

Call Mary Carroll for complete details. 
Ads must be camera ready (.jpeg or .pdf) and are due on 

or before the 25th of the month for the next edition. 

Business card size display ad 
$25 per edition 

Buy five issues and get one FREE 

$125 for six editions (save $25) 

1/4 page display ad 
$50 per edition 

Buy five issues and get one FREE 

$250 for six editions (save $50) 

Creative Counsel 

There are only two 
ways to live your life. 

One is as though  
nothing is a miracle.  

The other is as 
though everything 

is a miracle. 
 

ð Albert Einstein 

2010 Chamber Business 

Expo Sponsorship Levels 
 

$500 
1. Includes one booth space at Expo 
2. Logo on Expo web site event page 
3. Link from event webpage to your  

    web site 
4. Logo on pre-event promotions 
5. Logo on event program 
6. One Free E-Mail Blast or  
    one Business Card size ad 
    in Chamber Newsletter* 
 

$300 
1. Logo on Expo web site event page 
2. Link from event webpage to your  

    web site 
3. Logo on pre-event promotions 
4. Logo on event program 
5. One Free E-Mail Blast or 
    one Business Card size ad 
    in Chamber Newsletter* 
 

$200 
1. Name on Expo web site event page  

    in bold/large type 
2. Link from event webpage to your  

    web site 
3. Name on pre-event promotions 
4. Name on event program  

 
*to be used by December 2010 

 Benzie County Chamber Expo 2010 
 

Showcase your business at the Benzie County Chamber of Commerce 

Business Expo 2010 on Tuesday, April 13th at Crystal Mountain Resort 

& Spa. This annual event gives you the opportunity to market your 

business in a one-on-one environment. Take advantage of networking 

with potential new clients and connecting with current ones.  Last year, 

the event drew approximately 500 people and we are anticipating a large 

crowd again this year.  Call the Chamber office for an exhibitorôs 

packet. 

Member Testimonial  
 

"As Chamber members, we have 

benefited greatly from the free 

use of their conference room to 
meet and conduct business on a 

regular basis with our members 

and supporters. It's a convenient 

centrally located space, and the 
Chamber staff has been great 

about working with us to 

Upcoming Community Events 
 

Winterfest in Beulah ~ February 13th 
www.clcba.org 

 

Shiver by the River in Frankfort ~ February 20th-21st 
www.frankfort-elberta.com 

 

Mark Your Calendars 
 

Cabin Fever Reliever 
 

Party & Auction  

Saturday March 13th 

Best Western, Beulah 

 

Watch for more information  

coming soon. 



January Business After Hours 
 

The January Business After Hours attracted a large crowd to the Tali Bistro 

& Bar on January 21st.  Plenty of wonderful prizes were donated for the 

business card drawing. No member 

representative for member drawing 

was present making next monthôs 

drawing worth $150. We would like to 

extend our gratitude to the Tali Bistro 

& Bar for sponsoring the event.   
 

The February Business After Hours 

will be held at Lumberjackôs Bar & 

Grill in Honor (formerly Sleepy Bear 

Lounge) on February 18th from 5-7pm.   

 

Business After Hours provides an effective 

networking opportunity with both current and 

potential clients.  Grow your business with us. 
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Chamber of Commerce  

Board of Directors 
 

Chairman 

Timothy Young 
Food for Thought 

 

Vice-Chairman 

David M. Boekeloo 
Boekeloo Financial Services 

 

Secretary 

Doug Rodriguez 
Frankfort Honor Building Supply 

 

Treasurer 

Karen Irwin  
Central State Bank 

 

Past Chairman 

Art Jeannot 
Platte Lake Resort II 

 
Jennifer Christopher 

weishaar&company 
 

John Daugherty 
Daugherty Law Offices 

 

Heidi Farkas 
Graceland Fruit, Inc. 

 

Dennis Haugen 
Architect  

 

Mary Hoyt  
Century 21/Sleeping Bear Realty 

 

Gaylord Jowett 
Jowett Family Funeral Home & 

Cremation Services 
 

Mary J. Lappan 
Mary J. Lappan Designs & Drafting 

 

Steve Loveless 
State of the Art Framing & Gallery, Inc. 

 

Dave Micinski 
Benzie County Central Schools 

 

Anne Ritchards 
A & J Coin Company 

 

Sue Webber 
Webber Insurance Agency 

 

Linda Wood 
Edward Jones 

 

Betty Workman 
Vacation Trailer Park & 
Vacation Trailer Sales 

The skilled team of factory-trained professionals at Moore Mechanical 

provides installation and maintenance of plumbing, heating and air 

conditioning units to meet the needs of both residential and commercial 

clients.  The family-owned and operated company has been servicing the 

region since 1996, specializing in high-efficiency furnaces, boilers and hot 

water heaters. 
 

ñHow I got to where I am today is pretty simple; many long hours, hard 

work, and a great deal of dedication to my employees, family and myself,ò 

says Rod Moore, owner of Moore Mechanical.  

Rod established the company with only two employees and has grown to 

currently employ eighteen staff members. 
 

Moore Mechanical is located at 12760 Honor Highway (US-31) in Honor.  

For 24-hour/7-day service, call 231-325-3079.  For a complete list of their 

services and products, visit www.rodmoore-mechanical.com. 
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Kiwanis Club of Crystal Lake 
WELCOME New Members/Businesses 

Serving Benzie County since 1951 
Meets 1st & 3rd Tuesday 6:00 PM at 
Cold Creek Inn in Downtown Beulah 

afs695@sbcglobal.net 
 

A service club with a heart for children. 
 

Please be our guestðVisit a meeting and learn more  
about our service projects in Benzie! 

Chamber Staff Contact Information 
 

Mary Carroll, President 

director@benzie.org 
 

Mari Heffelfinger, Marketing Director 

mheff@benzie.org 
 

Carol Kraak, Communications Coordinator 
chamber@benzie.org 

 

Sharon Bonney, Administrative Assistant 

assistant@benzie.org 
 

Doug DeYoung, Director of Government Relations 
deyoung@tcchamber.org  

 

Office Hours:  MondayðFriday 9amð5pm 

Business counseling appointments are available on 

Thursdays with representatives of the Benzie County 

Economic Development Corporation in partnership with 

the Traverse Bay EDC.  Call to schedule an appointment 

at the Chamber. 
 

For a complete listing of Benzie County Chamber of 

Commerce and area community events, visit our web site 
at www.benzie.org. 

Benzie County Chamber of Commerce 

ñ2009 Outstanding Business of the Yearò 

 

 

  

  

2nd 4:30pm Fundraising/Events Committee; Chamber office 

8th 8:30am Government Relations Committee; Chamber office 

9th 10:00am Membership Committee; Chamber office 

10th 8:00am Executive Board; Chamber office 

17th 7:30am Board of Directors; Mills Community House 

18th 5-7:00pm Business After Hours; Lumberjackôs Bar & Grill 

  

  

  

  

  

Chamber Meetings & Events 

February 2010 


