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A Message from Mary Carroll 
 

We are welcoming the New Year with an optimistic eye, not only for our 
membership, but for our region as well.  2009 of course had its challenges and many 

hard decisions had to be made.  We all became creative in the running of our 

business; we helped each other whenever possible and learned once again that even 

the smallest county in our State is a mighty force and perseveres.  I believe we 
always learn more during difficult periods than we do during prosperous times. 
 

Your Chamber begins 2010 with the development of a new Strategic plan that will 
focus on the four main elements of our Mission Statement:  Networking, Training, 

Marketing and Advocacy.  Each of these areas brings value to you as a member and 

we will be working to maintain, enhance and expand in these areas on your behalf.  
Over the next several months, we will be keeping you updated on the progress and 

of new opportunities available to you as valued members of the Benzie County 

Chamber of Commerce. 
 

Thank you to our Board of Directors (current and past) and our Committee 

Members for all that they do for our Chamber.  Because they believe in our mission 

and give of their time and talents, we remain an important and successful member 
of the Benzie County business community.  Also a special thank you to our office 

volunteers, Tess Keillor and Maureen Jeannot who have given countless hours 

assisting the staff and the organizations to operate efficiently.  And of course, to the 

staff; Mari Heffelfinger and Carol Kraak who have been here 10 years, Sharon 
Bonney 9 years and our newest team member Barbara Lowry who rejoined us this 

past summer.  All of you are so important to our success. 

REMINDER 
 

A portion of  

your Chamber 

Membership Dues 

may be a  

tax deductible  

business expense. 

Please check  

with your  

tax preparer. 

Benzie County Zoning Update 
 

In last monthôs issue, we reported that the Benzie County Chamber of Commerce 
was joining together with the Michigan Land Use Institute, the Frankfort-Elberta 

Area Chamber of Commerce, the League of Women Voters-Benzie Unit, the 

Crystal Lake & Watershed Association, and the Benzie Conservation District 

supporting this common message ñDo not allow any lapse in zoning anywhere in 

Benzie County!ò 
 

After attending and speaking at several meetings, having articles appear in local 
newspapers and on television, we are pleased to report that our message was heard 

and the County Commissioners have agreed to continue to fund, on a limited basis, 

these services until March 31, 2010.  During this time representatives from the 
townships, commissioners and planning commission will be working on how to best 

continue zoning and planning in Benzie County, how it will be funded and which 

government agencies will be overseeing these services. 
 

At this groupôs first meeting last week, Dick Figura, Benzie County & Benzonia 

Township attorney, was there to answer questions. By the end of the meeting, after 

discussing everything necessary for the townships to run their own zoning, the 
townships asked the county to crunch numbers again and tell them what it would 

cost to keep zoning at the county level. They gave Tanner a range between $50-

70,000 to create a budget that would be affordable for the townships.  So, it's good 

news!  We will continue to watch this issue and keep you informed on the progress. 
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December Business After Hours 
 

The highly anticipated December Business After Hours attracted a 

large crowd to the Laughing Horse Saloon & Restaurant in 

Thompsonville on December 17th.  Plenty of wonderful prizes were 

donated for the business card drawing.  There were enough items that 

everyone took home something.   
 

The Benzie Area Symphony Orchestra won the $700 Member Drawing 

and the Benzie Area Christian Neighbors (BACN) collected $42 in 

donations.  We would like to extend our gratitude to the following 

sponsors: weishaar&company, Laughing Horse Saloon & Restaurant and Field Crafts, Inc.   
 

The January Business After Hours will be held at Tali Bistro & Bar on January 21st from 5pm to 7pm.  The 

Member Drawing will be $100; a designated representative of the company must be 

present to win.  
 

Business After Hours provides a cost 

effective networking opportunity with 

both current and potential clients.  Grow 

your business with us. 
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Your Voice Matters. 
 

I am often asked does your voice matter and the answer is yes it does matter.  Two weeks ago an attempt was 

made to add an amendment to a series of bills for the Race to the Top program.  The amendment would 

have changed the start of school back before Labor Day.  The Benzie County Chamber along with the 

Northwest Michigan Regional Chamber Alliance immediately sent out a call to action to protect Labor Day 

tourism.  The Message was clear we needed your voice to help lawmakers understand how important the last 

two weeks of August were to our region.  Many of you responded to that call to action by contacting our 

legislators and the committee chair that had made the law change request.  Your voice was heard and two 

weeks later the attempt to change the Labor Day law was removed from the final series of bills that were 

passed by both the state house and senate.  In the coming weeks we will once again ask for your assistance as 

the bills to create a permanent funding source for The Pure Michigan campaign will be discussed in the 

Michigan Senate.  Your voice will be needed again to support the promotion of tourism in our region and yes it 

will matter.  If you have any legislative questions or comments please contact me. 

   

Sincerely, 

Doug DeYoung 

Director of Government Relations 

Traverse City Area Chamber of Commerce 

Northwest Michigan Regional Chamber Alliance  
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Ad Copy 
 

Newsletters 
 

Press Releases 

Cindy Kochis  
882-1380 

www.thecreativecounsel.com 
info@thecreativecounsel.com  

Member 

Testimonial 
 

ñParticipating in 

the Chamber  

E-blasts has 

definitely been 

effective in adding 

to the overall 

awareness of my 

business.  I 

continually receive 

positive feedback 

from people in the 

community that 

have seen them.ò   
 

- Christina Duperron,  

Allied Member ASID,  

Duperron Designs Inc. 

CC Creative Counsel 

GCH Inc. 

Villa Marine Food & Spirits  

Gerald Hendricks 

228 Main Street 

PO Box 1134 

Frankfort, Michigan 49636 

231-352-5450 

villamarineja@yahoo.com 

Restaurants ï Bars & Lounges 
 

Cherry Coast Realty 

Nancy Sorenson 

8665 Worden Road 

Beulah, Michigan 49617 

231-882-9267 

www.cherrycoastrealty.com 

nsorenson@chartermi.net 

Real Estate Agencies 
 

Curves For Women of Benzie 

Sandra Smith 

6227 Frankfort Highway 

Benzonia, Michigan 49616 

231-882-2000 

sandracs@charter.net 

Fitness Centers 
 

Maxwellôs On Main, LLC 

Greta Bolger 

327 Main Street 

Frankfort, Michigan 49625 

231-352-6735 

maxwellsonmain@gmail.com 

Shopping & Retail 
 

WLDR -FM/HD  

Great Northern Broadcasting 

Systems, Inc. 

Dave B. Goode 

13999 S.W. Bay Shore Drive 

Traverse City, Michigan 49684 

231-947-3220 

wldrnews@gmail.com 

Radio Stations  

WBNZ-FM ñEZ-Rock 92.3ò 

Dave B. Goode 

1532 Forrester Road 

Frankfort, Michigan 49635 

231-947-3220 

923wbnz@gmail.com 

Radio Stations 
 

WOUF-FM ñ99.3 The Wolfò 

Dave B. Goode 

1532 Forrester Road 

Frankfort, Michigan 49635 

231-947-3220 

993thewolf@gmail.com 

Radio Stations  
 

Yeti Tech 

Michael Wildner 

1064 S. Long Lake Road 

Interlochen, Michigan 49643 

231-930-4635 

www.yeti-tech.net 

Computer Sales & Service 

Disc Golf Sales & Services  
 

Precious Petals Garden Design 

and Maintenance 

Karen Harrison 

PO Box 67 

Traverse City, Michigan 49685 

231-632-0000 

precious-petals@live.com 

Nurseries, Garden Centers & 

Garden Design Services  
 

Grand Traverse Area Sport 

Fishing Association 

Wendy Sak 

401 S. Union Street 

Traverse City, Michigan 49684 

231-218-6726 

www.gtasfa.com 

Fishing Charters & Guides  

Join us in Welcoming Our New Chamber Members 

These businesses have recently invested in our community through 

membership in the Benzie County Chamber of Commerce.  These memberships  

were approved by the Chamber's Board at their last monthly meeting.  We encourage 

you to patronize these fellow Chamber members.  

mailto:villamarineja@yahoo.com
http://www.cherrycoastrealty.com/
mailto:nsorenson@chartermi.net
mailto:sandracs@charter.net
mailto:maxwellsonmain@gmail.com
mailto:wldrnews@gmail.com
mailto:923wbnz@gmail.com
mailto:993thewolf@gmail.com
http://www.yeti-tech.net/
mailto:precisou-petals@live.com
http://www.gtasfa.com/


Chamber Members Making Good News 
 

The Garden Theater was granted a one day,          

pre-national release showing of Youth In Revolt, the 

movie that was partially filmed in downtown 

Frankfort in June 2008.  Starring Michael Sera the 

film is Rated R and was screened on December 29th 

for over 300 attendees.  We would like to recognize and congratulate 

Crescent Bakery and Hullôs of Frankfort for allowing the movie to be 

filmed in their locations.  Youth In Revolt will be released nationwide on 

January 8, 2010. 
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Benzie County  

Chamber of Commerce  

Board of Directors 
 

Chairman 

Timothy Young 
Food for Thought 

 

Vice-Chairman 

David M. Boekeloo 
Boekeloo Financial Services 

 

Secretary 

Doug Rodriguez 
Frankfort Honor Building Supply 

 

Treasurer 

Karen Irwin  
Central State Bank 

 

Past Chairman 

Art Jeannot 
Platte Lake Resort II 

 

Jennifer Christopher 
weishaar&company 

 

John Daugherty 
Daugherty Law Offices 

 

Dennis Haugen 
Architect  

 

Mary Hoyt  
Century 21/Sleeping Bear Realty 

 

Gaylord Jowett 
Jowett Family Funeral Home & 

Cremation Services 
 

Mary J. Lappan 
Mary J. Lappan Designs & Drafting 

 

Steve Loveless 
State of the Art Framing & Gallery, Inc. 

 

Dave Micinski 
Benzie County Central Schools 

 

Anne Ritchards 
A & J Coin Company 

 

Sue Webber 
Webber Insurance Agency 

 

Linda Wood 
Edward Jones 

 

Betty Workman 
Vacation Trailer Park & 
Vacation Trailer Sales 

 

Kristin Hollenbeck  
Benzie County Commissioners Liaison 

to the Board of Directors 

The Chamber News Advertising Opportunities 
 

We make promoting to fellow Chamber Members easy. 

Call Mary Carroll for complete details. 

Ads must be camera ready (.jpeg or .pdf) and are due on 

or before the 25th of the month for the next edition. 

Business card size display ad 
$25 per edition 

Buy five issues and get one FREE 

$125 for six editions (save $25) 

1/4 page display ad 
$50 per edition 

Buy five issues and get one FREE 

$250 for six editions (save $50) 

In 1994, Ron and Deborah Hurd opened 

Papa Jôs Pizzeria & Diner in the Honor Plaza 

serving breakfast, lunch, dinner and lots of 

pizza.  The nostalgic 50ôs style diner 

continues to attract a steady clientele base of 

all ages.  To accommodate the growing 

number of dining guests, the Hurdôs expanded their restaurant in 2008 into 

the neighboring storefront and are now able to seat over 100 people 

comfortably. 
 

As a way to say óthank youô to the community, they give a unique gift of a 

free meal to the moms on Motherôs Day, the dads on Fatherôs Day, 

veterans on Veteranôs Day and Community Thanksgiving Dinner (please 

call Papa Jôs for complete details). 
 

Papa Jôs Pizzeria & Diner is a family owned 

restaurant located at 10583 Main Street in 

Honor.  For take-out meals, call 325-7070.  

To learn more about them and view their 

menu online, go to www.papajspizzeria.com 
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Kiwanis Club of Crystal Lake 
WELCOME New Members/Businesses 

Serving Benzie County since 1951 
Meets 1st & 3rd Tuesday 6:00 PM at 
Cold Creek Inn in Downtown Beulah 

afs695@sbcglobal.net 
 

A service club with a heart for children. 
 

Please be our guestðVisit a meeting and learn more  
about our service projects in Benzie! 

Chamber Staff Contact Information 
 

Mary Carroll, President 

director@benzie.org 
 

Mari Heffelfinger, Marketing Director 

mheff@benzie.org 
 

Carol Kraak, Communications Coordinator 

chamber@benzie.org 
 

Sharon Bonney, Administrative Assistant 
assistant@benzie.org 

 

Barbara Lowry, Receptionist 

chamberinfo@benzie.org 
 

Office Hours:  MondayðFriday 9amð5pm 

Business counseling appointments are available on 

Thursdays with representatives of the Benzie County 

Economic Development Corporation in partnership with 

the Traverse Bay EDC.  Call to schedule an appointment 

at the Chamber. 
 

For a complete listing of Benzie County Chamber of 

Commerce and area community events, visit our web site 
at www.benzie.org. 

Benzie County Chamber of Commerce 

ñ2009 Outstanding Business of the Yearò 

 

 

  

  

6th 4:30pm Fundraising/Events Committee; Chamber office 

11th 8:30am Government Relations Committee; Chamber office 

12th 10:00am Membership Committee; Chamber office 

13th 8:00am Executive Board; Chamber office 

20th 7:30am Board of Directors; Mills Community House 

21st 5-7:00pm Business After Hours; Tali Bistro & Bar 

  

  

  

  

  

Chamber Meetings & Events 

January 2010 


